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World  rice  production  in  1972  is  estimated  at  286 
million  metric  tons,  4.6  percent  below  the  record 
1971  harvest. 

Declines  were  general  in  rice-producing  Asia,  prin- 


cipally in  India,  Pakistan,  China,  and  Thailand. 
Japan's  rice  crop  was  up  1.2  million  tons  because  of 
an  exceptionally  high  yield.  Brazil's  recent  harvest 
also  showed  a  substantial  gain. 
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WORLD  RICE  CROP  CONTINUES  DECLINE' 


World  rice  output  in  1972-73  is  provisionally 
estimated  at  281  million  tons,  12  million  tons 
(4.2  percent)  below  last  season's  harvest  and  18 
million  tons  below  the  1970-71  record  crop  of 
298  million  tons.  During  the  10-year  period  that 
ended  with  the  record  1970-71  crop,  world  pro- 
duction has  been  trending  upward  at  an  average 

annual  rate  of  5.6  million  tons. 

The  bulk  of  this  year's  decline  occurred  in 
Asia.  China's  crop  is  believed  to  be  down  from 

'Material  in  this  circular  is  based  on  conditions  reported  as  ot 
December  12,  1972. 


last  year's  record.  In  the  rest  of  Southeast  Asia, 
where  the  1971-72  crop  is  already  down  by  2  mil- 
lion tons  from  the  1970-71  record,  the  1972-73 
crop  is  expected  to  be  down  by  over  7  percent 
due  primarily  to  a  poor  monsoon  in  India,  Indo- 
nesia, Thailand,  and  the  Philippines.  Japan's 
rice  crop  should  increase  by  1.1  million  tons 
from  last  year's  low  level,  although  the  1972-73 
crop  will  remain  below  earlier  levels  due  to  a 
diversion  program. 

In  most  regions  of  the  world  outside  Asia,  har- 
vests were  generally  improved  over  last  season. 


RICE,  ROUGH:    AREA,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION  IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES,  AVERAGE  1966-70,  ANWJAl  1971  AND  1972  U  * 
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A\T.  1966-70* 

1971  ; 

1972  3/ 

I  000 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1 , 000 

HECTARES 

HECTARES 

HECTARES  ■ 

Q/HA. 

Q  ^HA, 

Q/HA.  : 

MT  : 

MT  : 

!fr 

• 

* 

46 

45 

20  7  ' 

17,3  : 

78  ; 

91  : 

78 

100 

( 180  ) 

20  7 

25,1 

(25.3) 

207  : 

452  : 

(455) 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 

92 

74 

19  7 

181  : 

207  : 

200 

EL  SALVADOR  • 

20 

15 

24 

33*3 

15*0 

54  : 

50  : 

36 

GUATEMALA  : 

13 

14 

14 

17  7 

19  3 

18  6 

26 

HONDURAS   : 

6 

II 

15 

10,0 

12.7 

13, 3 

^6 

ll 

MEXICO  : 

171 

169 

(165) 

22,5 

25,4 

(26, 1) 

3S5 

430 

(430) 

NICARAGUA  ; 

25 

18 

25 

25,6 

35,0 

34  0 

64 

63 

127 

125 

85 

11.7 

10,3 

12,0 

149 

135 

in? 

828 

736 

736 

49.  6 

52. 0 

52  4 

4    1 1  Q 

TOTAL  • 

1,428 

1,  386 

1,  361 

36,6 

38,  2 

5  ''57 

5  294 

T            9  (" : 

SOUTH  AMERICA:  : 

ARrFMTTMA  ■ 

80 

83 

5n  ^ 

(  38 , 9  ) 

308 

294 

(350) 

BOLIVIA 

35 

38 

35 

ITT 

17,1 

-I 

75 

BRAZIL 

4  539 

1 1  Q 

12,  7 

5,480 

5,  3d0 

5,714 

CHILE 

26 

26 

25 

* 

5ft  1 

^' 

73 

73 

62 

COLOMBIA          ,                  • .  •  • 

281 

241 

244 

38,5 

715 

852 

940 

ECUADOR  : 

92 

80 

85 

20*2 

21  9 

23,5 

186 

175 

200 

GUYANA  : 

117 

94 

115 

18  0 

20  0 

16  9 

PARAGUAY   • 

19 

33 

(35) 

25.3 

(18,5) 

18,6 

48 

61 

(65) 

PERU  : 

109 

137 

115 

40,4 

45,0 

45,7 

440 

616 

526 

34 

36 

(33) 

33,8 

33  3 

(36*4) 

115 

120 

34 

31 

36 

35.  3 

41,3 

41,1 

120 

123 

148 

116 

113 

113 

20,1 

20.1 

13.5 

233 

227 

153 

5,482 

5,412 

5,427 

14.6 

15. 1 

15.7 

",959 

, '  61 

—  — 

EUROPE:  : 

25 

21 

20 

''-  £ 

3'-.  r 

3-  ' 

155 

175 

18  i 

4^.5 

50.4 

- 

180 

L96 

204 

46,3 

49,2 

-  3- 

964 

IS 

15 

15 

49, 4 

— ^— !,  

'   

73 

-Q 

36 

42 

40 

45  6 

39  C 

164 

164 

ISO 

62 

61 

59 

61,9 

59,2 

59.7 

384 

361 

352 

TOTAL  WESTERN  EUROPE  . . . : 

296 

314 

318 

49.7 

49.7 

1,4-1 

1,562 

1.578 

14 

16 

''16) 

3".  1 

- 

'■  . 

:64) 

21 

26 

(26  ) 

20.  0 

^- 

'65) 

25 

27 

(24) 

26.  C 

2^.  ? 

' 25. :  , 

65 

70 

(70) 

6 

9 

9 

31." 

-0 ,  ^ 

-3.3 

19 

36 

39 

TOTAL  EASTERN  EUROPE  ...: 

66 

7s 

79 

27.  C 

29 .  z 

22? 

238 

362 

392 

397 

h5.6 

-5,3 

7 

.  = - 

U,S,S»R  : 

297 

370 

(400) 

32,2 

3",& 

35.0 ) 

 _  

 1  — 

 — — 

AFRICA:  • 

31 

34 

11  0 

10  3 

M  1*1  n  ^ 

EGYPT 

453 

^28 

51  6 

\^o,o  f 

2  534 

GAMBIA 

28 

53 

:  l>->^ 

46 

59 

11  7 

12  0 

^  LI. 1 ; 

■ 

365 

415 

(415) 

9.4 

9,0 

(9^0) 

375 

.  (375) 

T\fADV    fr\ACT  • 

284 

:  318 

?In 

I  T  RFR  T  a  • 

211 

185 

:        \ ^ ,0 J 

:  130 

:  (140) 

MAT  arA<;v  ufptirt  tt  • 

907 

959 

20*1 

19*6 

fin  i\ 

V  ^  J 

172 

175 

1  fill 

9  8 

10  0 

:  (10,6) 

169 

^  I  /  37 

(j 

in^ 

45  0 

MOZAMBIQUE   : 

104 

:  155 

:  tlou; 

NIGERIA   ......* 

233 

263 

16*7 

17  9 

471 

SENEGAL   * 

89 

80 

100 

13, 1 

12,7 

12,0 

117 

102 

120 

SIERRA  LEONE     ...*•.*..  .** 

328 

316 

32* 

12. 5 

:  9,0 

:  8,0 

:  411 

285 

:  259 

TANZANIA                .     •  . 

102 

153 

(155) 

11,6 

8,2 

:  (8,4) 

:  118 

125 

:  (130) 

UPPER  VOLTA  . 

43 

50 

(52) 

:  9,8 

:  8,0 

:  (7.7) 

:  42 

40 

:  (40) 

ZAIRE  . 

129 

135 

(135) 

:  10,7 

10.4 

:  (10.4) 

:  135 

14C 

:         ( 1^0 ) 

TOTAL                     .     •   .  • 

3,531 

3,  740 

:  18.2 

:  1^,2 

■  ■  .  ■'  J.'  

>  -  -  - 

:        ,  - :  - 

* 

i  C"/^  U  fi  M  T  C  T  A  M 

232 

(235  } 

(238) 

23,6 

^i4, 3  / 

:  (24,2) 

:  553 

:  (5^5) 

~  ■  Ml"!  A  nrcu 

9, 500 

9, 500 

■  l^*^ 

:  16,5 

:        16, 3 

16  590 

IS,  650 

:     15, 500 

4*983 

5 , 202 

(5 , 020) 

15.5 

:  15.0 

:  (15,1) 

:  7,715 

7,800 

:  (7,600) 

/^UTMA    DCD    ril? /TA  TUAM  ^ 

'786 

753 

760 

:  40.3 

•        40, 0 

:        44, 3 

i  3,169 

3,013 

:  3,367 

36  785 

37, 334 

:  15,6 

17,1 

:  15,8 

:  57,212 

64,018 

:  55,472 

TMI^nMITCTA  • 

8  015 

8, 568 

i          20, 4 

:  21,9 

:  16,52S 

19,646 

:  18,769 

381 

290 

:         33, 2 

27,4 

:  36,9 

:  1,003 

:      1 , 046 

:  1,071 

128 

105 

I07 

:          20. 5 

:        18, 1 

:        16, 7 

i  262 

190 

200 

3  199 

:  2,695 

2 , 643 

:  53,4 

50  4 

55,7 

:  17,089 

13, 571 

:     14, 715 

njvcD  DfDiinTTr    ^^A^^^^lnTA^  ■ 

Mint  K    tVtrUDLlV^     \V..i\rW\JUXn.J  • 

2  384 

:  1,680 

1 , 900 

:  11.6 

t        14, 5 

:        10, 1 

:  2,760 

:  2,732 

I  1,927 

I  216 

:       I , 200 

:  1,200 

:         42, 0 

:  45*6 

:  5,104 

t  5,342 

■ 

12  4 

:  820 

UAT  AVCTA        i.rr CP     /,  /  • 

476 

- 

29  9 

29  5 

•  7fin 

.      Y  736 

1  146 

*             IQ  R 

1  19.2 

:  (20.0) 

2  270 

pakt<;taij  • 

1  502 

:  1,501 

( 1,619  ) 

IS  9 

:         14, 7 

:  (14,2) 

2,838 

2  200 

(2*300) 

PHILIPPINES 

3, 192 

3  246 

3  090 

14  9 

:  15,7 

4  749 

:      5  026 

41 

22  0 

213 

90 

.  \oo 

:  (100) 

121 

148 

\LJ\J} 

.           10  4 

11  1 

:  (11,0) 

:  126 

165 

:  (165) 

650 

:  671 

699 

:  19,8 

:  20,8 

:  21,0 

:  1,286 

:  1,397 

:  1,469 

THAILAND  : 

7,312 

:  7,802 

:  7,620 

:  17,4 

:  17.2 

:  15,7 

:  12,758 

:  13,400 

:     12, (KM) 

TURKEY   »..^.»; 

59 

:  65 

:  65 

:  34,9 

:  40,3 

:  36.9 

:  206 

:  262 

:  240 

2,288 

:  (L,820) 

:  (2,200) 

:  17.6 

:  19.2 

:  (18#2) 

:  4,020 

(3,500) 

(4,0C0) 

VIETNAM,  SOUTH   : 

2,354 

:  2,550 

2,550 

:  20.5 

:  24.8 

:  24.4 

:  4.81C 

c ,  32- 

TOTAL, EXCL,  PR  CHINA 

87,748 

:  88,016 

85,724 

:  18,6 

:         19, 4 

:  18.8 

:     163. 19S 

1 7  C  ,  9  3 1 

PEOPLE* S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA: 

30,700 

:  (32,500) 

,  (32,000) 

:  29.5 

:  30.2 

:  29.7 

:  VU,000 

:  (95,000) 

OCEANIA:  : 

35 

:  39 

(42) 

:  70,0 

:  63.6 

:  (69.0) 

:  245 

248 

(2901 

129,583 

:  13I.S38 

:  129,091 

:  21.3 

:  22,2 

21,7 

:  rb.US 

WORLD  TOTAL, EXCL.  PR  CHINA: 

98,883 

:  9*3,335 

:  «~,0Q1 

:           IS. 6 

:  19.6 

:  19,1 

:     1  =  5, =-3 

10-,=31 

.  155,563 

V/    Crops  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  harvested  in  the  last  half  of  the  year  shovn  are  combined  with  crops  harvested  in  the  Southern  Hcs&isphere 

during  the  first  half  of  the  following  year,  i.e,,  August/July,     2/    Harvested  area  as  far  as  possible  (1  hectare  =  2,471  acres), 
3/    Preliminary,     4/  Malaysia  is  composed  of  three  regions:    West  Malaysia,  Sabah  and  Sarawak. 


*    Numbers  in  parenthesis  refer  to  PAS/W  estimate  for  which  official  data  are  not  available. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  govermnents,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural 
Attaches  and  other  foreign  source  materials. 
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